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ASSOCIATION OF FIRE DISTRICTS OF DUTCHESS COUNTY 

392 CREEK ROAD 

POUGHKEEPSIE, NEW YORK 12601 

 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF: September 22, 2026 
 

 

The September 22, 2026, meeting of the Association was called to order at 7:04 p.m.  The 

meeting was held at Hughsonville FD. 

 

Those in attendance were: 

Cathy Gallinger     Fairview                                           Anthony Martino Hughsonville 

Phil Van Itallie Arlington        Steve Dixon East Fishkill 

Ray Davis   Hyde Park                                                   John Zboinski East Fishkill 

Vincent Galvin Hughsonville                                         Steve Shultis East Fishkill 

Rich Dore Arlington                                                       Kyle Pottenburgh New Hackensack 

Robert Boyles Wassaic                                                   Larry Selfridge Jr NEFD 

John Steele Glenham                                                      Lou Gallo Roosevelt 

William Beale DCER                                                     Richard Howard Amenia 

Bruce Flower Chelsea                                                     Kim Flowers Chelsea/Hughsonville 

Dan Silvestri Rombout                                                    Bill Muller Rombout 

David Lamoree Rombout 

 

 

Roll call showed 21 present, representing 13 Fire Districts. 

   

Salute to the Flag:  

 

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by President Boyles followed by a Moment of Silence for our 

deceased members. 

 

Welcome: 

Hughsonville welcomed us and reviewed emergency exits. 

 

Minutes of the previous meeting: 

 

The minutes of June 23, 2026, meetings were approved on a motion by Lou Gallo                               

seconded by Ray Davis and Approved by all present.  

 

Speaker for the Night: 

 

Treasurer’s Report: 

Bank balances  

Checking $14,913.86 

Savings $257.04 

CD $ 11,571.24 

Motion by: Vinnie Galvin seconded by Ray Davis that the Treasurer’s report be Accepted 

Approved by all present. 
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SICKNESS PAST / PRESENT MEMBERS: 

 

 

COMMUNICATIONS:  

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

  

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

• Fire Advisory Board – Richard Howard, Mark Liebermann, Lou Gallo 

Mark Lieberman is stepping down due to an upcoming surgery. We are looking 

for someone to volunteer to take his place while he is out recovering. 

 

• Oversight Committee – DeWitt Sagendorph no report 

 

• EMS – Report from  

 

• DCER Commissioner William Beale  –  

• Personnel 

•  Andrew Calamari promoted to 14-1 

•  911 Operations Supervisor – Sean Jackson promoted to 14-2 

•  2 New Senior Dispatchers – Brian Labulis 14-53 and Nate Robbins 14-52 

•  2 New PSDII Sub-seniors – Kerry Vittone 14-35 and Mark DePasquale 14-59 

• Emergency Management Coordinator – vacancy pending HELPS approval  

Emergency Logistics Coordinator – vacancy pending HELPS approval 

•  Ray Nichols promoted to Senior Deputy Fire Coordinator  CC-8 

•  Tory Gallante appointed to Deputy Fire Coordinator – Battalion 5  CC-15 

•  Vacancies in the 911 Center – Open Recruitment 

•  New Program Assistant – Kristin Denardo o Keith Cartica has retired from his 

County Fire Instructor position 

 

• Budget Initiatives  

 o 2 Additional County Fire Instructors  

  o 1 Additional Call Taker 

    o Additional Improvements to the Fire Training Center 

 

• FIRE 

• New Live Fire Training Structure  

• Thank You to those who attended the Dedication Ceremony 

• Fire Training Grounds are named in honor of Chief Raymond H. Nichols 

• Mask Confidence Training Prop 

• Thermal Imaging Training Prop 

•  Fire Chief 101 – Wednesday, October 21 at 6:30pm – to be confirmed next 

week 

•  Recruitment, Retention, Staffing – Potential for Discussion group in 2027 
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• EMS 

• Comprehensive EMS Plan – progress  

• Initiatives for 2027 ▪ Supplemental EMS Program sustainment 

• Community Paramedicine 

• Telemedicine o NYMC Training –  New Offerings TECC, Rescue Task Force 

in October and November 

 

• Events  

• 9/11 Service – Thank you to those who attended Commissioner Dutchess 

County Government Department of Emergency Response 

• Chief Joseph Pfeifer Event – Thank you to those who attended o Quarterly 

Dispatcher Recognition – Wednesday, September 23 at 4:30pm  

• Operation Black Flight Airport Exercise – Monday, September 28 

• DCVFA Memorial – Sunday, October 4 at 11am o Fire Chief 101 – 

Wednesday, October 21 at 6:30pm  

• Deputy Chief Frank Viscuso – Saturday, November 21 – details forthcoming 

 

• State Association Report – John Steele 

 

• Fireman’s Museum 

 

• November 15  bowling fundraiser for the museum 

 

• Volunteer Fireman’s Association 

 

• October 4th 11am 911 Center 80 names of deceased members will be remembered 

• October 21st is the next meeting at Roosevelt Station 2 

• D.C. Weekend is April 204th 

 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

Maria from NYS Archives will be attending our March 2027 meeting to discuss Records 

Retention, destruction guidelines and grants. 

     

NEXT MEETING: 

  

The next meeting will be October 27, 2026, at Rombout dinner at 6:30 pm  

our meeting at 7pm.   

 

ADJOURMENT: 

 

• There being no further business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned at 8:20 p.m. on a 

motion by Anthony Martino and seconded by Vinnie Galvin Approved by all present.  

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 
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Cathy Gallinger, Secretary 

2026 Meeting Dates and Locations 

January 27, 2026 – Dutchess County Emergency Response rm 113 

March 24, 2026 – Pleasant Valley  

April 28, 2026 – East Fishkill 

June 23, 2026 – Wassaic 

September 22, 2026- Hughsonville 

October 27, 2026 - Rombout 

November 24, 2026 – New Hackensack 

No Meetings in the months of 
February – May - July – August – December 
















