


From: Association of Fire Districts of the State of New York
To: O"Neill, Renee
Subject: Fire District Affairs August & September 2026
Date: Thursday, September 10, 2026 5:25:53 PM

Vol. 72   No. 24                                          FIRE DISTRICT AFFAIRS                              August  - September 2026

 

REAL PROPERTY TAX CAP REMAINS AT TWO (2%) PERCENT FOR
FIRE DISTRICTS FOR 2027

On July 15th State Comptroller Thomas Di Napoli made the following announcement on the real
property tax cap for 2027 for local governments such as fire districts that operate on a calendar
fiscal year. 
 
Click Here to Continue Reading

 

PIGGYBACK PURCHASING LEGISLATION EXTENSION SIGNED INTO
LAW

Legislation was signed into law by Governor Hochul on June 26, 2026, as Chapter 147 of the
Laws of 2026 to extend the provision of the competitive bidding statute [General Municipal Law
§103] which permits piggyback purchasing. The statute had a sunset provision meaning that it
would expire on June 30, 2026. 
 
Click Here to Continue Reading

 

STATUTE PERMITTING CERTAIN TYPES OF TEMPORARY LOCAL
GOVERNMENT INVESTMENTS EXTENDED
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In This Issue

Key Points - (Fire District Only) 
The sunset provision in General Municipal Law §11; which governs how fire districts may
temporarily invest district funds, has been extended to July 1, 2029.

Click Here to Continue Reading

 

LOSAP POINT SYSTEM BASICS

The LOSAP Point System Comply with Specific Statutory Requirements:

Real Property Tax Cap
Remains at 2%

 
Piggyback Purchasing
Legislation Extension

Signed Into Law
 

Statue Permitting Certain
Types of Temp. Local Govt.

Investments Extended
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A fire district’s LOSAP Point System must strictly follow New York’s statutory rules; ensuring
volunteers earn service credit fairly and consistently, because “attainment of fifty (50) points in
the plan year from any of the authorized categories earns a year of LOSAP service credit,” and
misapplying these rules has repeatedly drawn scrutiny from the State Comptroller.
 
Click Here to Continue Reading

 

FIRE DISTRICT BUDGET MEETINGS AND THE BUDGET HEARING

In 2026 fire districts are required to hold their Annual Budget Hearing on a day during the third
week of October. The purpose of that budget hearing is for the Board of Fire Commissioners to
take public comments on the proposed budget for fiscal year 2027 and the estimate of fund
balances which it has prepared with the assistance of the Fire District Treasurer.
 
Click Here to Continue Reading

 

PESH/OSHA INJURY REPORTING REMINDER

Fire districts and fire departments are required to follow PESH rules on reporting workplace
injuries. Under these rules fire districts and fire departments as employers must report any of the
following [as noted at https://dol.ny.gov/public-employee-safety-health ]:
 
Click Here to Continue Reading

 

FIREFIGHTER CANCER INSURANCE REMINDER

In a statute enacted in 2017 which became effective in 2019, fire districts and fire departments/
fire companies outside fire districts were mandated to provide an enhanced cancer disability
insurance program to cover eligible volunteer firefighters. N.Y. Gen. Mun. Law § 205-cc
(McKinney). The statute established a legal obligation to maintain the insurance coverage and to
the extent that the fire district or fire department/fire company does not provide the coverage it
could be considered to be self-insuring the benefits.
 
 
  Click Here to Continue Reading
 

 

RESPONSE AND CORRECTIVE ACTION PLAN FOLLOWING
EXTERNAL AUDIT

Fire districts with annual revenue of $400,000 or more are required, under Town Law §181-b, to
obtain an annual audit of their financial records by an independent certified public accountant or
independent public accountant. Districts with lower revenue may still choose to undergo an
annual external audit. Regardless of revenue, all fire districts are subject to audits by the Office
of the State Comptroller.
 
Click Here to Continue Reading

 

AFDSNY FIRE COMMISSIONER TRAINING FOR 2026

The officers, directors and staff of the Association of Fire Districts of the State of New York have
prepared a training program for the fire commissioners, fire district officers, employees, fire
department officers and members of our member districts and departments for 2026. A key
element of this program is our Fire Commissioner Training Program which provides training
mandated by statute for fire commissioners that will begin to serve terms in 2026 after their
election, appointment, re-election, or re-appointment. In that regard the schedule for live in-
person training classes for 2026 appears below.
 
Click Here to Continue Reading
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AFDSNY 2026 ANNUAL MEETING AND VENDOR EXPO

The Association of Fire Districts of the State of New York will host our 82nd Annual
Meeting and Vendor Expo at the Saratoga Hilton, Saratoga Springs, New York, from
Wednesday, October 7, 2026, through Saturday, October 10, 2026. Kindly reserve these
dates on your calendar.
 
Click Here to Read More!

 

REMINDERS FOR AUGUST AND SEPTEMBER
 
September 29th is the deadline for the Board to adopt Proposed Budget for 2027 and Estimate of Fund Balances. [if your district
sets Budget Hearing on October 20th]
September 30th is the last day for Fire Commissioners elected in December, 2025 and commencing office on January 1, 2026,
to complete mandatory Fire Commissioner training.
September 30th is the first date to send the notice of budget hearing to town clerk(s); and post it on the fire district website and
signboard. [if your district sets Budget Hearing on October 20th]  

 

SECRETARY’S LETTER

The 82nd Annual Meeting of the Association of Fire Districts of the State of New York, Inc. will be held from Thursday, October 8,
2026, through Saturday, October 10, 2026, at the Saratoga Hilton, 534 Broadway, Saratoga Springs, New York.
 
The election of officers will be conducted immediately following the conclusion of the morning session, and after any afternoon
educational sessions, but no later than 4:00 p.m. on the first day of business on Friday, October 9, 2026. Where there is only one
nomination for an office or withdrawals results in a single candidate on the ballot for that office, a voice vote shall be cast at the
morning session and the Secretary shall cast a single ballot for that candidate thus, dispensing with the need for the later election
for that office.
 
The Offices of President, 1st Vice President and 2nd Vice President will be on the ballot for 2026.
 
All written nominations for offices must be submitted for any office between July 11, 2026, and September 9, 2026. The original
signed copy of the nomination should be sent to the Chairperson of the Administration Committee:
 
A) Kit Thompson
3260 Patchett Road
Baldwinsville, New York 13027
 
Copies of the nomination should be sent to the following individuals:
 
B) Joseph Badala, President
1014 Cassel Avenue
Bay Shore, New York 11706
 
C) Donna Marano, Secretary/Treasurer
P.O. Box 496
Selkirk, NY 12158
 
D) County or Regional Association President, if one exists
 
Refer to Article X of the Association Bylaws for the procedure to submit a written letter of nomination to the Chairperson of the
Administration Committee on the first business day of the Annual Meeting.

 

A Special Thank You to our Platinum Sponsor: 

https://90c9e5fb53.sdkhosting.net/pub/8ziy/udmzgsxm/0gy/ojx/5t1/2026%20Annual%20Meeting.pdf
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From: Jackson, Lisa
To: O"Neill, Renee
Subject: Dropped members
Date: Wednesday, September 9, 2026 7:50:50 PM

Hi Renee,
We dropped the following members for lack of participation. 

Greg Brevetti
Romain Eugene 
Jacob Winterman
Joseph Novohradsky 

David Imm resigned from the district. 

Sent from my Galaxy

mailto:ljackson@afd.org
mailto:roneill@afd.org


 
Dave Imm  

Nicolaescu, Sarah 

Unfortunately I have to resign from my membership because I moved. 

 

Thank you, 

 

David Imm  

 

On Sun, Aug 16, 2026 at 5:43 PM Nicolaescu, Sarah <snicolaescu@afd.org> wrote: 

Dear David, 

 
 

 

 
 

Respectfully, Croft Corners Fire Company 

 





Arlington Fire District
Presented Budget for 2027

2026 Adopted 
Budget

2027 
Presented 

Budget
Change from 

last year
 -------------------  -------------------  -------------------

Revenue
A0-1001.00 Real Property Taxes 0 0
A0-1081.00 Lieu of Taxes 1,300,000 815,000 (485,000)
A0-1230.01 Freedom of Information Charges 0 0 0
AO-1230.01 Refund of Prior Year Expenses
A0-2401.00 Interest and Earnings 310,000 325,000 15,000
A0-2665.00 Sale of Equipment 0 0 0
A0-2680.01 Insurance Recoveries 200,000 200,000 0
A0-2705.11 Donations 0 0 0
A0-2770.01 Other Income 0 5,000 5,000
A0-2770.02 Standby Reimbursement 0 10,000 10,000
A0-2770.03 EMS Revenue
A0-3089.00 Other NYS Grants 0 0 0
A0-4960.15 Government Grant Income 100,000 150,000 50,000

 -------------------  -------------------  -------------------
TOTAL OTHER  REVENUE 1,910,000 1,505,000 (405,000)

WS: AFD  2027 Presented Budget  .xls     
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Arlington Fire District
Presented Budget for 2027

2026 Adopted 
Budget

2027 
Presented 

Budget
Change from 

last year
 -------------------  -------------------  -------------------
 -------------------  -------------------  -------------------

Expense

PERSONAL SERVICES
A0-1460.1000 Non-Uniform Salaries 385,000 385,000 0
A0-1460.1001 Uniform Salary 9,400,000 9,000,000 (400,000)
A0-1460.1003 Uniform Overtime 2,600,000 2,250,000 (350,000)
A0-1460.1004 Treasurer 43,500 44,700 1,200
A0-1460.1006 Legal 32,000 30,000 (2,000)
A0-1460.1007 Firefighter Compensation Other 0 850,000 850,000
A0-1460.1011 Medical Buyout 0 15,000 15,000
A0-1460.1012 Other Buyouts/Payouts 0 0 0
A0-1460.1013 Longevity 100,000 120,000 20,000

 -------------------  -------------------  -------------------
Total Personal Services 12,560,500 12,694,700 134,200

 -------------------  -------------------  -------------------
EQUIPMENT & CAPITAL OUTLAY

BUILDING Fixed assets 0 0 0
Vehicle Fixed Assets 0 0 0

A0-3410.2103 Transfers in from Equipment Fund 0 0 0
 -------------------  -------------------  -------------------

Total Equipment & Capital Outlay 0 0 0
 -------------------  -------------------  -------------------

JUDGEMENTS & CLAIMS
AO-1930-4904 Judgement & Claims: Certoraris 0 0 0

 -------------------  -------------------  -------------------
Total Judgements & Claims 0 0 0

 -------------------  -------------------  -------------------
CONTRACTUAL & OTHER:
A0-1460.2000 Office Equipment Repair/Maint 0 5,000 5,000
A0-1460.2300 IT Hardware -Computer Network Equipment 40,000 30,000 (10,000)
A0-3410.2002 Fitness Equipment 6,000 3,000 (3,000)
A0-3410.2100 Repairs to Apparatus 200,000 200,000 0
A0-3410.2101 Equipment Repair/Replacement 150,000 150,000 0
A0-3410.2115 Shop Ladder Testing 6,000 8,000 2,000
A0-1460.4000 Office Supplies & Expense 19,000 15,000 (4,000)
A0-1460.4002 Association Dues 3,000 4,000 1,000
A0-1460.4003 Audit Fees 18,000 20,000 2,000
A0-1460.4004 Legal Notices in Paper 800 1,000 200
A0-1460.4005 District Insurance 110,000 130,000 20,000
A0-1460.4007 Refreshments 12,000 17,000 5,000
A0-1460.4011 District Maintenance Supplies 20,000 20,000 0
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Arlington Fire District
Presented Budget for 2027

2026 Adopted 
Budget

2027 
Presented 

Budget
Change from 

last year
 -------------------  -------------------  -------------------

A0-1460.4015 Bank Service Charges 0 0 0
A0-1460.4101 HQ - Utilities Phone Cty Line 0 10,000 10,000
A0-1460.4102 HQ - Utilities Heating Fuel 22,000 22,000 0
A0-1460.4103 HQ -Utilities Propane 0 0 0
A0-1460.4104 HQ- Utilities Electric 30,000 27,000 (3,000)
A0-1460.4105 HQ -Utilities Water & Sewer 3,000 4,000 1,000
A0-1460.4106 HQ - Utilities Refuse Disposal 4,000 4,000 0
A0-1460.4108 Sta 4 - Utilities Water & Sewer 1,000 1,000 0
A0-1460.4200 IT Software -Computer License Fee 98,000 100,000 2,000
A0-1460.4201 IT Support -Contract 71,000 78,000 7,000
A0-1460.4303 Mileage Reimbursement 2,000 6,000 4,000
A0-1460.4900 Payroll Service Charges 35,000 38,000 3,000
A0-3410.4008 Fire Prevention Expense 14,000 20,000 6,000
A0-3410.4009 Uniforms - Purchase 120,000 150,000 30,000
A0-3410.4010 Physicals-Firefighters 15,000 15,000 0
A0-3410.4020 Election Expense 1,000 1,000 0
A0-3410.4062 District Training 40,000 40,000 0
A0-3410.4110 Sta 3 -Utilities Gas Heat Fuel 18,000 18,000 0
A0-3410.4112 Sta 3 - Utilities Electric 16,000 16,000 0
A0-3410.4113 Sta 3 - Utilities Water & Sewer 1,000 1,000 0
A0-3410.4114 Sta 3 -Utilities Refuse Disposal 2,000 2,200 200
A0-3410.4120 Sta 4 -Utilities Heat 14,000 14,000 0
A0-3410.4122 Sta 4 - Utilities Electric 10,000 10,000 0
A0-3410.4124 Sta 4 -Utilities Refuse Disposal 2,000 2,200 200
A0-3410.4130 Sta 5 -Utilities Gas Heat 7,000 7,000 0
A0-3410.4132 Sta 5- Utilities Electric 10,000 12,000 2,000
A0-3410.4134 Sta 5- Utilities Refuse Disposal 1,800 2,000 200
A0-3410.4300 Gasoline 12,000 20,000 8,000
A0-3410.4301 Diesel Fuel 67,000 70,000 3,000
A0-3410.4302 Shop Tires 25,000 0 (25,000)
A0-3410.4400 District Building Repair and Operations 75,000 50,000 (25,000)
A0-3410.4401 HQ -Building Repair/Maintenance 35,000 30,000 (5,000)
A0-3410.4402 Sta 4-Building Repair/Maintenance 35,000 30,000 (5,000)
A0-3410.4403 Sta 5 -Building Repair/Maintenance 1,000 2,000 1,000
A0-3410.4500 Sta 3-Building Repair/Maintenance 16,000 16,000 0
A0-3410.4502 Sta 5 -Rental 52,000 55,000 3,000
A0-3410.4603 Training Career 0 0 0
A0-3410.4800 Communications - Mobile Repair 15,000 17,000 2,000
A0-3410.4801 Communications - Data for Mobile Devices 20,000 15,000 (5,000)
A0-3410.4802 Communications - Repeater Maint 6,000 6,000 0
A0-3410.4900 Other 5,000 5,000 0
A0-3410.4901 Gear Cleaning 0 10,000 10,000
A0-3410.4902 Volunteer Recruitment 1,500 1,500 0
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Arlington Fire District
Presented Budget for 2027

2026 Adopted 
Budget

2027 
Presented 

Budget
Change from 

last year
 -------------------  -------------------  -------------------

A0-4540.4604 EMS - Training 3,000 4,000 1,000
A0-4540.4700 EMS- Pharmaceuticals 12,000 9,000 (3,000)
A0-4540.4701 EMS - Supplies/Repair - Other 80,000 55,000 (25,000)
A0-4540.4702 Ambulance Service 857,000 900,000 43,000
A0-4540.2001 EMS -Contractual 9,000 45,000 36,000

 -------------------  -------------------  -------------------
TOTAL CONTRACTUAL & OTHER 2,449,100 2,543,900 94,800

 -------------------  -------------------  -------------------

EMPLOYEE BENEFITS
A0-9010.8020 State Retirement Sys (ERS) 124,000 150,000 26,000
A0-9016.8021 Police and Fire Retire System 3,654,000 3,600,000 (54,000)
A0-9030.8015 Social Security 900,000 950,000 50,000
A0-9040.8017 Workers Compensation Insurance 995,000 1,050,000 55,000
A0-9045.8032 Life Insurance 9,000 10,000 1,000
A0-9060.8022 Medicare Part B 110,000 120,000 10,000
A0-9060.8023 HRA-Copays 350,000 350,000 0
A0-9060.8024 Dental Insurance 285,000 260,000 (25,000)
A0-9060.8026 Vision Insurance 35,000 30,000 (5,000)
A0-9060.8030 Health Insurance 5,400,000 6,150,000 750,000
A0-9060.8035 Cancer Insurance 5,000 5,000 0
A0-9089.8023 Service Award Program 78,000 65,000 (13,000)
AO-1980.4012 MTA Payroll Tax

 -------------------  -------------------  -------------------
TOTAL EMPLOYEE BENEFITS 11,945,000 12,740,000 795,000

 -------------------  -------------------  -------------------

 -------------------  -------------------  -------------------
TOTAL DEBT SERVICE 0 0 0

 -------------------  -------------------  -------------------

INTERFUND TRANSFERS:

A0-1460.9900
Budget Alloc to Capital Equipment Reserve 
Fund 1,000,000 1,000,000 0

A0-1460.9905 Budget Alloc to Capital Improvement Fund 50,000 50,000 0

A0-1460.9910
Budget Alloc to Employee Benefit Accrued 
Liability Fund 150,000 150,000 0

 -------------------  -------------------  -------------------
TOTAL INTERFUND TRANSFERS 1,200,000 1,200,000 0

 -------------------  -------------------  -------------------
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Arlington Fire District
Presented Budget for 2027

2026 Adopted 
Budget

2027 
Presented 

Budget
Change from 

last year
 -------------------  -------------------  -------------------

 -------------------  -------------------  -------------------
TOTAL EXPENSES 28,154,600 29,178,600 1,024,000

 -------------------  -------------------  -------------------
Excess of Revenue over Expenses 26,244,600 27,673,600 1,429,000

 -------------------  -------------------  -------------------
TO BE RAISED BY TAXES 26,244,600 27,673,600 1,429,000

Increase over Previous Year Budget 1,344,600 1,429,000

Percentage over Last Year 5.4000% 5.4449% 5.4449%

ASSESMENT DATA:

Assessed valuation for tax to be raised in 
January 4,053,233,963 4,299,425,644 246,191,681

Equalization Rate 100% 100%

Rate per thousand of assessed valuation 
for tax bills going out on January 1 6.4750 6.4370 (0.0380)

Increase per thousand over last year 0.2950 -0.0380 (0.3330)

Percentage increase of tax bills going out 
on January 1 4.7735% -0.5869% -5.3604%
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“Safeguarding Our Community” 
  

September 14, 2026 
Chief Kangas, 
 
We have set a budgeted replacement cycle of ten sets of turnout gear per year. This 
quantity enables us to keep the ten-year replacement cycle, as well as work towards the 
goal of having a secondary set of gear for each firefighter. I am requesting a permissive 
referendum not to exceed $52,000. 
 
Turnout Coats (10) - $26,224.00 
Turnout Pants (10) - $17,142.00 
Gear Storage Room Supplies - $500.00 
Fire Gloves (20) - $2,680.00 
Fire Hoods (20) - $2,045.00 
Repairs for Existing Turnout Gear - $3,000.00 
 
I am requesting up to twenty sets of gloves and twenty hoods for the ten new ensembles as 
well as to increase our supply stock. The Gear Storage Room supplies will allow us to 
reorganize the spare gear. The funds for gear repair will allow for critical repairs to existing 
gear on an as needed basis. 
 
All prices were obtained in accordance with the District procurement policy. 
 
Please let me know if you have any additional questions or concerns. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Battalion Chief John Dunderdale 
Municipal Training Officer, Arlington Fire District  
 

 

11 Burnett Boulevard 
Poughkeepsie, NY 12603 

www.afd.org 
           
 

Business: (845) 486-6308 
Fax: (845) 486-6322 

 
For Emergencies 

DIAL 911 
 










































