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O'Neill, Renee

From: Association of Fire Districts of the State of New York 
Sent: Thursday, February 29, 2024 1:06 PM
To: O'Neill, Renee
Subject: Fire District Affairs
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Proposed AFDSNY Bylaw Amendments DONALD CORKERY 
PRESIDENT 
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Proposed amendments to the Bylaws of the Association of Fire Districts of the State of New 
York will be presented for approval during the business session at the 80th Annual Meeting. This 
event is scheduled to take place on Monday, October 21, 2024, at the Turning Stone Resort and 
Casino in Verona, New York. 
  
The Board of Directors collectively submitted the proposed amendments during its Quarterly 
meeting in September 2023. The initial signed amendment was officially filed with Catherine 
Thompson, serving as the Chairperson of the Administration Committee. Copies of the proposal 
were also provided to the President and the Secretary/Treasurer of the Association on 
September 29, 2023. Both Ms. Thompson and Ms. Schields confirmed receipt on October 5, 
2023. 
  
At its Quarterly Meeting held via Zoom on January 20, 2024, Ms. Thompson, in her capacity as 
Chairperson of the Administration Committee, introduced the proposed amendment to the Board 
of Directors. 
  
Click Here to Read More 

   

Fire Service Reacting to OSHA Plan to Replace Existing Fire Brigade 
Standard with Broader Guidelines 

 

JOSEPH BADALA 
1ST VICE PRESIDENT 

  
DAVID DENNISTON 
2ND VICE PRESIDENT 

  
TRICIA SCHIELDS  

SECRETARY TREASURER 
  

KENNETH PRESTON 
IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT 

  
JOSEPH FRANK 

COUNSEL 
  

800-520-9594 
  

WWW.AFDSNY.ORG 
  

   

 

 

On December 21, 2023, the Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) unveiled a 
proposal to create a new Emergency Response Rule to replace the current fire brigade 
standard. The new rule would expand requirements on fire personnel, fire departments and 
entities that operate fire departments. It would also add rules to cover emergency medical 
personnel and search-and-rescue workers. It appears the objective is to bring rules on 
emergency workers, a variety of workplace hazards, including exposure to toxic chemicals, 
equipment failures, infectious diseases, and the mental health impact of first-responder positions 
all within a unified framework.  
  
Click Here to Continue Reading 

   

Fire Service Associations Meet and Issue Legislative Plans for 2024 
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A meeting held on December 2, 2023, in Troy, New York, addressed legislative priorities for the 
state fire service associations in 2024. Representatives from FASNY, the Association of Fire 
Districts of the State of New York, the New York State Association of Fire Chiefs, the Volunteer 
Fire Police Association of the State of New York, the County Fire Coordinators’ Association, and 
the New York State Fire Marshals and Inspectors Association were in attendance. The agreed-
upon legislative agenda, traditionally termed the "Issues of United Concern," serves as a 
collective focus for advocacy efforts, allowing each association to endorse these items as a 
unified voice.   
  
Click Here to Continue Reading 

   

IRS Issues Standard Mileage Rates for 2024 

The Internal Revenue Service has announced the mileage rate for 2024 that employees can be 
reimbursed for use of their personal vehicle during a job assignment. The rate has been 
increased to sixty-seven (67) cents per mile. 
   
Click Here to Continue Reading 

   

Annual Financial Report of the Fire District 

The fire district fiscal year runs from January 1st through December 31st each year. At its annual 
organization meeting the Board of Fire Commissioners will adopt a motion to provide the 
Treasurer with 60 days from January 1st to file the Annual Financial Report for the just 
completed fiscal year.  
  
Click Here to Continue Reading 
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Fire District and Fire Company External Audits  

It is generally considered the best financial practice for local governmental entities and not for profit corporations to have an 
external audit performed by an independent accounting firm or certified public accountant at the close of each fiscal year. In New 
York State fire districts with annual revenues of $400,000.00 or more [Town Law § 181-b] and fire companies with revenues of 
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$400,000.00 or more that contract with a city, town, village, or fire district to provide fire service [General Municipal Law §209-z] 
are required by statute to have an annual external audit performed. General Municipal Law §209-z also empowers the State 
Comptroller to set a lesser threshold for fire companies, but he has not done so.  
  
Click Here to Continue Reading 

   

The Permissive Referendum Process to Sell or Dispose of Property or Equipment  

A Board of Fire Commissioners is permitted to sell or dispose of property of the fire district which is no longer necessary for the 
uses and purposes of the fire district. 
  
Click Here to Continue Reading 

   

Officers and Employees' Disclosures of Potential Conflict of Interest- When and How?  

Officers and employees within fire districts are obligated to adhere to the provisions outlined in Article 18 of the General Municipal 
Law regarding potential conflicts of interest. This article delineates the circumstances under which officers and employees must 
divulge potential conflicts and outlines the prescribed methods for making such disclosures. Additionally, Article 18 mandates that 
every fire district must establish a written code of ethics, which may further specify criteria for defining interests and stipulate 
additional conditions for mandatory disclosures.  
  
Click Here to Continue Reading 

   

The Need for Innovative Training Approaches to Cultivate a Better Workplace Culture 

Over the years, we have imposed additional mandates on both public and private workplaces to eradicate discrimination, 
workplace violence, and various manifestations of antisocial behavior. Adapting to evolving laws, regulations, and societal shifts 
poses a constant challenge for all workplaces. The transformations within our workplaces often mirror broader societal changes 
external to them. Adapting to these changes is a complex task, and overlooking them can pose risks.  
  
Click Here to Continue Reading 
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A Different Freedom of Expression: The Right of Nursing Employees to Express Breast Milk 
in the Workplace 

In December of 2022 the Governor signed Chapter 672 of the Law of 2022 into law amended Labor Law §206-c on protection 
afforded to mothers with a need to express breast milk during working hours. The amendments were effective on June 7, 2023.  
  
Click Here to Continue Reading 

  

 

AFDSNY 2024 Mini Summits in Westchester & Erie Counties 

In 2024, the Board of Directors has chosen to fill the gap created by shifting our Annual Meeting and Vendor Expo to October. 
This will be achieved by organizing a Mini Summit in both Westchester and Erie Counties in April and May. 

 

 

The Mini Summit in Westchester County will be held at the 
Sonesta Hotel Downtown located at 66 Hale Ave, White Plains, 
New York 10601 from April 25th through April 27th. This event 
is being sponsored by MRA International.  Commissioner 
Training will be offered on Thursday April 25th and other 
classes for commissioners and other fire district officers on 
April 26th and April 27th. 
  
Click Here for the Preliminary Schedule 

 

The Mini Summit in Erie County will be held at the South 
Line Fire Department #10 at 1049 French Road, Cheektowaga, 
New York on May 3rd, and May 4th. We are working on further 
planning related to this event and would ask that you visit our 
website to monitor further developments. Please check in at 
https://afdsny.org/ to find further information on these events as 
well as other information releases on matters concerning the 
fire service and our Association.    
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AFDSNY 2024 ANNUAL MEETING AND VENDOR EXPO 
  
The Association of Fire Districts of the State of New York will host our Annual Meeting and 
Vendor Expo at Turning Stone Resort and Casino, located at 5218 Patrick Road, Verona, New 
York 13478, from Sunday, October 20th through Wednesday, October 23rd in 2024. Kindly 
reserve these dates on your calendar. We are progressing with additional preparations for our 
October 2024 conference and encourage you to keep an eye on our website at 
https://www.afdsny.org/attendee_information.php  for updates regarding this event.  

 

 

AFDSNY FIRE COMMISSIONER TRAINING FOR 2024 
   
You can register for Live in-person Fire Commissioner Training Class or Online Fire 
Commissioner Training Class through our website at 
https://www.afdsny.org/commissioner_training.php. Additionally, registration for the special 
remote classes will be available once they are included in the schedule. 
  
Here is the 2024 Schedule of Live Fire Commissioner Training Classes where instructors 
present the material and interact with attendees. 

 

 

Click Here for the 2024 
Schedule  
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The Association of Fire Districts of the State of New York is continuing to accept the “Ned Carter" Scholarship 
Program applications for 2024. Program information and an application package are available online for students 
to apply. Please check on our website at https://www.afdsny.org/application.php for the application and further 
information on the program. To file an application students will be able to use the application window at that 
website address after the application form is finalized. These scholarships are available to New York State High 
School Seniors who will be graduating in June 2024.   
  

To be considered for this honor, applications must be submitted online or postmarked no 
later than March 2, 2024. 

  
  

Click Here to Find Out How To Apply 
 

 

AFDSNY Business Section:  
  
Secretary's Letter:  

Click Here to Read of Copy of the Secretary's Letter 
  

SUBMIT CONTENT TO FIRE DISTRICT AFFAIRS 
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Fire District Affairs is the newsletter of this Association. As an officer of a member fire district or fire department you are welcome 
to submit content and information that you would like to share with your fellow members for consideration by the Editor. The 
content and information you share may find its way into a future issue of Fire District Affairs or may be referred to the Association 
website master if the officers of the Association feel the website to be a better outlet. If you wish to submit content, information, or 
comments on the newsletter, please submit same by email to the Secretary-Treasurer who in turn will forward the same to the 
Fire District Affairs Editor.  
  
Not all suggestions for information and content will result in a newsletter article or the insertion of website content because of 
space limitations, but we can assure you that all suggestions will be considered and are appreciated. 
  
Please note that the next issue of Fire District Affairs will be the April-May March 2024 issue and any content or information for 
that issue should be submitted for consideration by March  5, 2024. 
  

 

 

    

 
Click here to unsubscribe.  

Message sent by Katie Niver, kniver@afdsny.org  
Association of Fire Districts of the State of New York | PO Box 496 | Selkirk, NY 12158 

 
 

 
 

  

 



1

O'Neill, Renee

From: Philipp, Eric
Sent: Wednesday, March 13, 2024 7:07 AM
To: O'Neill, Renee
Cc: Steenbergh, William
Subject: RE: Request for Poughkeepsie Plaza Spring Event

Chief and Renee,  
Croft is planning on staffing this request so if you can please put on the next agenda for approval.  Thanks 
 
 
 
Eric Philipp 
Assistant Chief 
Croft Corners Fire Company 
Arlington Fire District 
 
Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphone 
 
 
 
-------- Original message -------- 
From: Kim Barela <KBarela@mehlichassoc.com>  
Date: 2/27/24 11:32 (GMT-05:00)  
To: "O'Neill, Renee" <roneill@afd.org>  
Cc: "Steenbergh, William" <wsteenbergh@afd.org>, "Philipp, Eric" <ephilipp@afd.org>  
Subject: Request for Poughkeepsie Plaza Spring Event  
 
Hello!, 
  
We are looking to have our Spring event tentatively scheduled for Sunday, April 14th from 12pm-2pm inside the Plaza 
with a radio station, craft table, Two by Two Zoo, facepainting, Town of Poughkeepsie Police and more…. Would we be 
able to put in a request again for the Arlington Fire Dept. (volunteers?) to come and hand out fire prevention/kid 
friendly material at the event? This is a community event open to the public and we expect anywhere from 100-200 kids. 
  
Let me know your thoughts when you get a chance. I appreciate your time and consideration. 
  
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to reach out to me. 
  
Thank you! 
  
Kimberly Barela-Lasher 
Poughkeepsie Plaza 
2600 South Road 
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601 
P (845) 471-4265 
www.PoughkeepsiePlaza.com 
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O'Neill, Renee

From: Chapman, Lori 
Sent: Wednesday, March 13, 2024 8:26 AM
To: O'Neill, Renee
Cc: Steenbergh, William
Subject: Red Cross Blood Drive

Good Morning,  
 
My name is Lori Chapman and I am the new Account Manager for Red Cross blood drives in Dutchess 
County.  
 
Not sure if you are aware, but Susan has retired.  
 
I have a few tentative dates on my calendar for future blood drives for Arlington FD.  
 
Saturday July 6th from 9:00 - 1:00 and 
Saturday September 14th from 9:00 - 1:00 
 
Can you please confirm these 2 dates for me?  
 
Thank you so much and I look forward to working with you.  
 
Lori Chapman 
Account Manager 
American Red Cross Blood Services 
Eastern New York Region/Northeast Division 
(845) 663-6771 | lori.chapman@redcross.org 
RedCrossBlood.org 
 

 


